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Open Forum
Our panelists were asked to answer this topic question during the first part of the forum and an
open forum followed between the panelists and attendees.

PRESENTATION SUMMARIES

Judy Murphy described the day by day aspect of how received donations are processed.  Judy
examined the extensive record keeping that tracks each box of items and equipment from the
intake at the door thru the loading in the trailer.  Judy then explained how some items that are
not usable in the medical stream are moved to other organizations for their use and thus avoid
more landfill trash.

John Murphy explained the day by day collection process that gets the donations to the door
for processing.  These jobs are often not seen when discussing the great works that are
accomplished at Project C.U.R.E.  John did not know the definition of Supply Chain
Management until he volunteered at Project C.U.R.E. and learned it is the process used to
handle the flow of material in an organization.  John described multiple points in the process
that a person can step in and perform as a volunteer throughout the Supply Chain Management
process at Project C.U.R.E.

Project C.U.R.E. is our point where we can answer the call In Steve Angrisano’s Song “Go Make
a Difference.”  That line in the song is followed with:

Go make a diff'rence, we can make a diff'rence, Go make a diff'rence in the world.
Go make a diff'rence we can make a diff'rence, Go make a diff'rence in the world.

Project C.U.R.E. acronym is from Commission on Urgent Relief and Equipment and was founded
in 1987 Project C.U.R.E. moves highest quality donated medical supplies and equipment, which
would normally be discarded, to resource-limited communities across the globe who cannot
afford or even imagine how our technologies work.

Janet Thomason’s Presentation Summary:  Can one person truly make a difference?  Is this a
cliché, or can one person make a resounding impact?  In the case of Project C.U.R.E., where
volunteers drive the mission, the answer is, most definitely, YES!!!  Janet told attendees the
history of this organization, how it has made profound differences to healthcare in over 130
developing countries, and how attendees might use their talents to save the world - one 40 ft.
cargo container at a time.

Project C.U.R.E.’s Mission identifies, solicits, collects, sorts and distributes medical supplies and
services according to the imperative needs of the world.  See what volunteer opportunities fit

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=go+make+a+difference+music&docid=608028322358823588&mid=4A8C9840B3F443FF92A74A8C9840B3F443FF92A7&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=go+make+a+difference+music&docid=608028322358823588&mid=4A8C9840B3F443FF92A74A8C9840B3F443FF92A7&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
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your capabilities for volunteering, to donate medical supplies and/or to make a donation.  Visit
https://projectcure.org/support-our-work.

Janet K. Thomason
Director of National Procurement
832.677.5175 direct mobile

Project C.U.R.E. Houston (https://projectcure.org/)
(832) 251-248 Distribution Center
8303 Kempwood Drive
Houston, TX  77055

PANELIST BIOGRAPHIES

Judy Murphy retired in 2013 from medical case management for injured workers with Crawford
Insurance.  Prior to her 20 years working as a medical case manager she worked for 15 years as
an alcohol and drug counselor.  She continues volunteering with Texas Peer Assistance Program
for Nurses, advocating for nurses in early recovery from chemical dependency.  Judy followed
John’s lead and began volunteering with Project Cure in 2013
sorting medical supplies as they arrive from area hospitals,
physician’s offices and private individuals.  Judy has also
volunteered with LWW in Mexico and has personally delivered
medical supplies to a clinic in the Yucatan while on a mission with
Living Waters.

John Murphy retired from banking in 2005 and continued
working in technology, first with Hewlett Packard and then with
the U. S. Coast Guard until fully retiring in 2013.  Prior to retiring
John volunteered with Living Waters for the World (LWW), a
PCUSA sponsored water Project. The person heading up LWW at St Philip also daily volunteered
at Project CURE and suggested John spend his spare time assisting him in picking up medical
equipment and supplies from hospitals.  This began an education of how much we have and
how much there is to offer with a little time commitment.  John is in his sixth year volunteering
with Project Cure.

Janet Thomason serves Project C.U.R.E. as the Director of National
Procurement. Prior to accepting this position, Mrs. Thomason was the
Director of Operations in Houston.  Under her direction, Project C.U.R.E.
shipments at that location dramatically increased and the location has
grown to ship three to four cargo containers each month.  These
donations average $1.4 million each month.  Janet came to Project
C.U.R.E. with an extensive entrepreneurial background and professional experience in sales and
marketing management.  Janet's professional experience ranges from large to small
corporations, having worked with Fortune 500 companies Polaroid and Corning, as well as a

https://projectcure.org/support-our-work
https://projectcure.org/
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number of privately held corporations.  No stranger to the world of nonprofits, Janet has a
diverse history of nonprofit management and board development experience.  Just a few of her
experiences include founding a successful community-based, volunteer tutoring program in one
of Texas’ largest school districts, being a media representative for the national infertility
organization, Resolve, and managing the largest, longstanding advocacy group for gifted
education in the state of Texas.

Prior to accepting staff positions, Janet was a member of the volunteer staff at Project C.U.R.E.
She was instrumental in bringing the Kits for Kids program into school districts throughout
Texas, and she has a passion for involving student groups with Project C.U.R.E.  The Houston
distribution center works with students of all ages, from elementary through graduate school.
Whether they are participating in the Kits for Kids collection program or are biomedical
engineering or medical students working with equipment and supplies, Janet is committed to
helping the young people of today become better global citizens.

Attendee Notes:
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St. Thomas Presbyterian Church, Who We Are:
St. Thomas is a group of caring people who serve and worship an amazing God.  We exist to
grow in the understanding of God’s love for us, expressing our love in response, and helping
others to do the same.  We offer various opportunities to grow in the Christian faith and to
meet and connect with people by worshipping together, expressing our love for God by helping
others through numerous area ministries and caring for each other through prayer, support and
personal connections.  Here at St. Thomas, we believe that our youth are equal members of the
Body of Christ.  That means our youth are involved in all aspects of church life including leading
worship, singing in the choir, participating in mission projects and being involved in church
leadership.

Forum Committee Mission and Vision Statements
Each generation faces challenges of various kinds and STPC’s Forum Committee will prepare
and host quarterly open forums to address some of these challenges.  The Forum Committee is
guided by these mission and vision statements.

Mission Statement
The Forums are planned as a valuable resource for attendees (whether STPC members
or visitors) on what currently concerns Jesus to gain insight and share ideas.  Forum
topics will focus on one of the following areas:

a) STPC members (e.g., spiritual and personal edification)
b) Our community (e.g., human trafficking and interfaith health)
c) Our nation  (e.g., social justice and homelessness)
d) Our world  (e.g., climate change and nationalism versus liberalism)

Vision Statement
Forums are to augment STPC’s pulpit preaching and ministries.  Having attended a
Forum, it is our prayer attendees will be encouraged to take action on what they
learned and thereby foster God’s kingdom into our individual daily lives and in the lives
of others.  The Forum Committee finds its vision and focus from Luke 6:20 – 26 for
developing and hosting each forum.

STPC Forum Committee
STPC Forum Committee members are David Dow (Moderator), Petie Meyer, Jill Ketring, Ron
Drees and John Murphy.  It is a subcommittee of STPC Discipleship Committee moderated by
Petie Meyer.   View a video recording of Forum 3 is on STPC’s Forums webpage.

http://www.stthomaspc.org/forums
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Forum #3 Evaluation Form
(Rate from 1 to 5, 1 = poor, 5 = great)

Question Rating / Answer
1.  Rate this Forum topic:  Relevant?

· Informative?
· Inspirational?

2. Rate the venue (room, seating, PA, etc.) functionality.   Suggestions
or comments.

3. Rate the presentation format, e.g., acceptable for this size crowd.
Provide suggestions as to how we may improve.

4. Do you have a future forum topic(s) that meets STPC’s Forum
Committee’s Vision Statement? Use back of page if need more room.

5. Rate the Forums webpage.  Do you have any feedback to improve
current entries and what you would wish for in the future?

6. Other relevant thoughts or suggestions? Yes No

7. Would you like one of the panelists to contact you?   Possible areas:
a. Volunteering:

· Sort team Yes No
· Warehouse team Yes No
· Driving Yes No
· Administrative/Office Yes No
· Other: Yes No

b.  Financial donations Yes No
c.  In Kind donations of equipment or supplies Yes No
d.  Participating in Clinic Trips Yes No
e.  Other (please specify) Yes No
f.  If you answered yes to any in #7, then please provide your name and phone number:


